
 

Mrs. Matonis/Fine Arts/LBHS 
Course: Three-Dimensional Studio Art 3 Honors  

Grades 11-12/1 Credit 
Honors Art is an honors visual art course open to juniors and seniors who have met specific 

criteria necessary for acceptance into the class. 

 

 Course Description: Honors Art fosters an independent-artistic 

environment where student artists have the opportunity to work with the 
medium(s) and topics of their choice. Students in Honors Art develop a 
strong, thematic body of work over the course of the year and wrap up the 
course experience by participating in various art exhibits. Students will 
be required to maintain a sketchbook, participate in individual and group 
critiques and make a formal presentation based on their body of work and 
the processes of creating that collection. Students in 3-D Art Honors are 
self-directed and display a readiness for high levels of critical thinking, 
research, conceptual thinking, and creative risk-taking. 

 

Required Materials: 
 

SKETCHBOOK                        #2 PENCILS/ERASERS                  $30.00 Art Fee 

 

Course Requirements and Grading 
Students Will 
 Refine their use of media and techniques to create primarily self-directed, 

two-dimensional (2-D) artworks at high levels of proficiency and 
independence. 

  
 Develop works based on personal themes and assess using personal aesthetics. 

 
 Apply art vocabulary, history, aesthetics and criticism through written and 

verbal formats. 
 
 Document, organize and critique works for a final portfolio. 
 
FOCUS AND GRADE REPORTING: Please note that your grade on Focus can be 

inaccurate without all grades recorded, especially during the beginning of a quarter. 
Many of the projects take 3 weeks or more to complete and are a big part of your 
grade! Because of this, I try not to record too many grades until the current project is 

completed.  If your parents have any concerns please have them contact me by school 
email or voice message for explanation. Grading is done using a total point system 

and is broken down into the following categories. Percentages are approximate and 
may vary each quarter. I do record participation grades every 2-3 weeks and will 
record project grades in as they are completed. 

 



A. 45% Class Projects: Each project I assign will earn a grade based on specific criteria. 

Most projects are worth 100 points. I have rubric files on my desk that you may look 
at if you are unsure of the assignments’ criteria. Once your project is completed you 

will fill out its’ rubric and turn it in with your project. 
Specific criteria for each project will differ, but will include the following:  

-Use of Elements and Principles of Design          -Effort/Perseverance 

-Craftsmanship                                                  -Creativity/Originality 

 

B. 20% Studio Practice/Artist Habits: This is a working artist studio. 

Punctuality, time management, behavior, room maintenance, care for 
materials, and overall professionalism comprise 20% of your final grade. 
There is NO downtime. Students are expected to work at all times.  You will 
earn 5 points per day for active participation in classroom activities. Being 
off task (doing homework for other classes, inappropriate behavior, 
disrespect to one another, abuse of materials and not cleaning up) will 
result in loss of points. 
 

Note: Your attendance may be averaged into this grade, if you are not here, then you 

are not participating. You may re-earn these points from excused absences by making 

up the work, this may mean you’ll need to stay after school if the current project is 
not feasible to bring home. Speak to me about arrangements and special situations. 

 

C. 35% Digital Portfolio: You’ll be keeping a digital record of all assignments using 

google.  

All students have a school account that can be accessed at www.accounts.google.com  

Sign in using your 8 digit student I.D. number and the password student. Once in 

the account…. change your password.  

We’ll be using the Google slides (like PowerPoint) to create a portfolio and Google docs 

(like word) for some assignments.  

 

Your Portfolio will include; 

1. Your auto biography 

2. Evidence of assignment planning, 

3. Progress photos 

4. Photo of completed artwork with a title for artwork, date completed and 
the medium used. 

5. Artist statement/reflection for each assignment.   

Portfolio Check dates will be written on the board. 

 

http://www.accounts.google.com/


 

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES: Projects and assignments will be given a due 

date. Assignments that are late will lose 5pts a day. Many of the assignments have to 
do with the planning of your project, without your plan you will not be able to start 

the project, so please do them on time.  
A rare exception to due dates: If someone is working on a project consistently on a 
daily basis, but has begun to make it far more elaborate and ambitious than was 

originally required for an “A” then I will give an undisclosed extension at my 
discretion. You will still be expected to keep up with the current class assignment. 
 

 

ART FEE:  There is a $30.00 art fee for this course. The art fee helps to cover the 

cost of consumable materials (clay, glazes, plaster, papier-mâché, paint, paper and 
other supplies) used in this class for projects you will be taking home. Your payment 

will be accepted in $30.00 cash or check made out to Lemon Bay High School, due 
during the first two weeks of the semester. I will give you a receipt after payment. 

Graduating seniors must clear all bills in order to participate in the graduation 
ceremony and receive their diploma. We do get some money from the school for 
supplies and I do what I can by applying for grants, dumpster diving, and using 

recyclables when possible. Unfortunately materials cost a lot and the art fee is really 
needed.  

ROOM MAINTENANCE: In a class such as this, it is important that we work 

together to keep the room and our supplies as clean and orderly as possible. Each 
person is responsible for the areas where he or she is assigned to sit and the supplies 

they have used. Clean up should begin 5 minutes before the end of class. Failure to 
clean area will result in a loss of participation points. Passes to your next class will 

not be issued resulting from work or clean up not completed in this class. If I see that 
you have a few minutes of free time, you may be asked to spruce up the supply table 
or rinse out a couple of bowls.  

BEHAVIOR: 3-D Art/ Ceramics is a challenging experience that may call for new 

degrees of patience, imagination and cooperative working. Students are expected to be 

respectful, responsible and cooperative. Students are expected to follow the directions 
and to create assignments as instructed by the teacher, using good taste and 
judgment. Students are not allowed to create any drug paraphernalia. No projects 

will contain subject matter relating to gangs, inappropriate slurs to a group of 
people, drugs or alcohol. In the case that one of these occurs, the student will 
receive an F for the project and parent contact will be made. 

For the safety of my students, throwing of any objects, clay or tools is forbidden at all 

times. Any student who throws an object will receive a referral to the dean’s office. If a 
second incident occurs, it will be requested the student be permanently removed from 

the class. This policy has been discussed with the class as a whole and reminders are 
posted. 

Special Note…I do not expect your behavior to be a problem. You have chosen and have earned the 

privilege to be in this upper level class. If you are here it is because you are eager to create beautiful and 

challenging works of art! I am eager to teach you and be inspired by your creativity! 


